
CITY OF LONGMONT 
Top Code Violations 
 
1. YARD MAINTENANCE STANDARDS 
 

 Yard maintenance standards are 
the responsibility of every property 
owner and include the maintenance 
of plant material in any right-of-
way abutting the property. No 

weeds, grasses or other unsightly vegetation is allowed 
to grow over 12 inches in height. Hedges and shrubs 
must be maintained at a height of 36” or less in the 
sight distance triangle at intersections. Hedges, shrubs 
and trees must be trimmed to a minimum of 8 feet 
above a sidewalk and 15 feet above the street. 
Vegetation and trees must be trimmed so as not to 
impair or obstruct the travel of pedestrians on public 
walks. 
 
2. JUNK/INOPERABLE VEHICLES 
 

A junk/inoperable vehicle is a 
vehicle that does not bear valid, 
unexpired plates, and does not 
appear to be of a type that is 
exempted from motor vehicle 
licensing by the laws of the State 

of Colorado. Or the vehicle may be wrecked, damaged 
or substantially dismantled to the extent that such 
vehicle is inoperable, or if designed to be capable of 
moving itself when in proper repair, is incapable of 
being moved under its own power in its existing 
condition; or may have any number of flat tires.  
Vehicles with any combination of these conditions may 
not be parked or stored on the public street for any 
length of time and are subject to immediate removal. 
Only one junk/inoperable vehicle may be stored on 
private property if it is stored inside a garage or 
completely covered with an opaque car cover. 
 
3. JUNK, TRASH AND DEBRIS 
 

Junk, trash and debris cannot be 
left in the yard and must be 
properly disposed of. This includes 
auto parts, appliances, furniture, 
building materials, tires, discarded 

paper, cardboard, plastics, tree trimmings and fallen 
limbs.  
 
4. OUTDOOR STORAGE 
 

Outdoor storage is prohibited. 
Generally, any equipment, 
materials or furnishings that would 
ordinarily not be used outdoors 
may NOT be stored outdoors. For 

example, you may NOT keep indoor, upholstered 
furniture, household appliances, auto parts or 
building materials outside. You may store barbecue 
grills, lawn furniture, garden hoses, garden tools, and 
outdoor play equipment for children or lawn mowers 
outside in an orderly fashion. It is unlawful for any 
person to place, leave, dump or permit to accumulate 
any materials, junk, debris or garbage that may afford 
food or harborage for rats. 
 
5. ILLEGAL DWELLING UNITS 
 
Dwelling units that have been added to the interior or 
exterior of a structure without proper permits are 
illegal, regardless of how long the units have existed. 
The City will require closure of such units 
 
 

6. COMMERCIAL/RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT 
 
Generally, commercial equipment 
and commercial vehicles are 
allowed to be in a residential area 
for up to 72 hours at a time. 
Overweight commercial vehicles 

are restricted from residential areas unless in the 
process of deliveries and must otherwise stay to the 
approved truck routes in the city. Recreational vehicles 
and equipment may not be parked on the street for 
more than 72 hours and may not be parked within 20’ 
of the sidewalk in the front yard or side yard on a 
corner lot. 
 
7. PROHIBITED BUSINESSES 
 
Most businesses are not allowed to operate in 
residential areas. "Home occupation" means an 
incidental accessory use of a dwelling unit for gainful 
employment of the residents therein, which use does 
not change the essential residential character or 
appearance of the dwelling unit. This means that car 
repairs or other activities that are not normally carried 
on in a residential district are prohibited, except that 
you may work on your own car or other vehicle 
provided the activity does not disrupt the nearby 
residents. Home Occupations that do not comply with 
the regulations will be shut down. 
 
8. PARKING 
 
Parking is permitted for passenger vehicles and 
motorcycles in residential lots only on a legal driveway 
or parking area. A driveway must be constructed with 
approved parking surfaces, such as concrete or 
asphalt. Auxiliary parking areas may be surfaced with 
concrete, asphalt or gravel. Only 50% of the front yard 
may be developed for parking areas, the remaining 
yard area is to be maintained with live vegetation. 
 
WHAT DO I DO WITH…? 
 
What to do with that unwanted vehicle? 
Donate it ! 
National Kidney Foundation  303-761-0112 
Mountain States Children’s Home 303-776-6841 
American Council for the Blind 800-767-9510 
Longmont Ending Violence Initiative 303-774-4534 
Longmont Humane Society  303-684-8112x25 
 
What to do with those tires? 
Snowy River Tire Recycling  970-535-0535 
4450 Mulligan Dr, Mead CO 
Tire Mountain    303-573-5744 
Hudson, CO 
 
What to do with that trash? 
Landfill Republic   303-828-9400 
Hwy 52 & County Rd 5 
Denver Regional Landfill  303-673-9431 
Hwy 52 & County Rd 5 
City of Longmont Solid Waste 303-651-8416 

 Rent-A-Dumpster 
 Large Item pickup 
 Stop and Drop Days 

 
What to do with that appliance?  
City of Longmont Solid Waste 303-651-8416 

 Fee involved – call for details 
Eco-Cycle     303-772-7300 

 will take everything but a refrigerator 
 

 Check the Yellow pages under Appliance–
Major-Used. Some businesses will haul away 
unwanted appliances for a fee. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE CODE 

ENFORCEMENT DIVISION AT: 
303-651-8695    Or      303-651-8321 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we age, we take steps to maintain and improve our 
health. The neighborhoods and structures in Longmont 
likewise require maintenance to stay in good health as they 
age. Individual structures and neighborhoods that are not 
maintained not only deteriorate beyond a usable point, they 
also lower property values for all of us. If property values fall, 
vandalism and crime occur more frequently and 
neighborhoods become noisy, dirty and uncomfortable.  
 
There is a simple solution to maintaining good 
neighborhoods – Individual Property Owner and Tenant 
responsibility. Unfortunately, many people are not 
responsible owners or renters. That is why citizens band 
together to ask government to create minimum standards for 
housing, yards, parking, etc. These standards protect 
surrounding property owners and tenants, who might 
otherwise suffer substandard conditions. 
 
This brochure has been developed to explain some of 
Longmont’s minimum housing and neighborhood standards. 
Look at the Property Checklist below and use it to evaluate 
your own property. On the reverse side are descriptions of 
the most common code violations. Please review this 
information and take steps to be a responsible property 
owner or tenant. 
 

PROPERTY CHECKLIST 
 
STRUCTURES 
Repair rotted wood, broken or missing boards, siding, 
shingles and make all exterior parts weather tight, rodent 
proof and sound. Exteriors must be resistant to the elements 
and be protected with paint, siding or brick that is in good 
condition. Inspect: the following for damage or decay: 

 exterior walls 
 roof flashings, gutters, downspouts and drains 
 roof covering 
 railings on stairs, elevated landings, porches & 

decks 
 fences (should be of legal height) 

Keep housing safe, sanitary, in good repair and sound 
condition. Inspect both interior and exterior: 

 Walls, ceilings, floors free of holes, peeling paint or 
cracks 

 Plumbing pipes and fixtures in sound condition 
 Windows and screens are in operable condition & 

unbroken 
Make sure that: 

 Address numbers are permanently attached to 
house and clearly visible from the street and alley. 
When new numbers are installed, they must be at 
least 4 inches high. 

 Garbage is properly disposed of 
 Insects and rodents are exterminated 
 There are no areas where stagnant water collects 

and breeds mosquitoes 
 
YARD MAINTENANCE 

 Mow the lawn & any weeds 
 Edge or remove growth from sidewalks, curblines 

and gutters to give pedestrians clear access 
 Trim all shrubs at intersections to a height of three 

feet or less. 
 Trees over the public right-of-way and sidewalks 

must be trimmed up to a height of eight feet. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Trees over the street or alley must be trimmed up to 
a height of 15 feet above the street or alley surface. 

STORAGE 
 Store furniture, building materials, junk, disabled or 

untagged automobiles, refrigerators, freezers and 
auto parts inside of a legally constructed, fully 
enclosed structure. 

 No parking of domestic equipment (boat and 
trailer, utility trailer, camper, recreational vehicle) is 
permitted on the street or the City right-of-way. 
Some storage may be permitted in private yards 
under special conditions. Check with a Code 
Enforcement Inspector for details. 

 
PAVING/PARKING 

 Driveways, steps, sidewalks and other paved areas 
must be in good repair and free of debris.  

 Vehicles in front yards must be parked on legally 
recognized and approved parking surface. Parking 
on the lawn or dirt is not allowed. 

 Commercial and recreational vehicles and RV 
equipment may never be parked or stored anywhere 
in the front yard or driveway area for more than 72 
hours, or in the side yard adjacent to the street on a 
corner lot. 

 
BUSINESS ACTIVITIES 

 It is unlawful to hold a garage sale for more than 3 
consecutive days, or for more than 12 days in a year. 

 Home occupations (any business conducted from 
your home) must be properly licensed and must 
meet strict criteria. No traffic or outside display may 
occur and the occupation must be clearly secondary 
to the use of the property as a home. 

 Any other business activity in a residential area is 
not permitted unless specifically exempted by the 
Land Development Code. 

 
IF YOU RECEIVE A NOTICE OF 
VIOLATION: 
Find out how to correct the problem and do so 
promptly. You may ask for additional time provided 
you are making progress on the violations. Some 
problems are serious and correction must not be 
delayed. There may be assistance available to low-
income homeowners in the form of low-interest loans, 
free paint, or volunteer labor. Please contact your Code 
Enforcement office for suggestions. Remember to get 
all proper permits that may be required for some 
repairs. 
If you are unwilling to take prompt actions to correct 
the problems, there are several possible consequences. 
The City may arrange for a lot to be mowed or for a 
vacant, open structure to be boarded. The cost is then 
billed to you. If legal action becomes necessary, you 
will be served a summons and must appear in the 
Longmont Municipal Court. You must explain your 
case, and ultimately correct the violations in order to 
avoid fines and liens. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE 
CODE ENFORCEMENT DIVISION AT: 

 303-651-8695 or 303-651-8321 

Good Neighborhoods = 
Individual Property Owner & 
Tenant Responsibility 
 
 
 
 
City of Longmont 
Community Development Department 
Code Enforcement Division 
350 Kimbark St.  
Longmont CO 80501                                303-651-8695 / 303-651-8321 



 

 

 

 

Hello Historic Eastside and Kensington  

Neighborhood Residents! 

 As part of the neighborhood revitalization grant initiated 
in the Kensington neighborhood in 2003 and the HENA 
neighborhood in 2006, Julie A. Pink, City of Longmont 
Code Enforcement Officer, will be enacting a 
neighborhood wide code compliance sweep of these two 
neighborhoods. 

  In the paperwork provided you will find an explanation of 
the top ten code violations in the City of Longmont.  
Please take the time to read over the list and take the 
steps needed to ensure that your property meets the 
minimum housing and neighborhood standards. 

 In two to four weeks a code compliance officer will 
return and let you know if your property has passed 
inspection or the list of code violations that need to be 
corrected.   The first notice is just a warning and there will 
be no fines attached to the notice and the property owner 
will have two weeks to bring to violations into compliance 
before code officer returns.  If the violations still exist, 
then a code violation will be given for the property. 

 If you have any questions or concerns please contact: 

Julie A. Pink 

Code Enforcement Officer 

City of Longmont 

303-774-4573 

 

 



Warning 
Date:____________          Time:____________ 
Location:_______________________________ 
 
A Code Enforcement Inspector has found there is a violation of the following 
municipal codes at the above address: 
 

 Yard Maintenance Standards 
_________________________________ 

 Inoperable Vehicles 
________________________________ 

 Junk, Trash and Debris 
________________________________ 

 Outdoor Storage 
________________________________ 

 Illegal Dwelling Units 
________________________________ 

 Commercial/Recreational Equipment 
________________________________ 

 Prohibited Business 
________________________________ 

 Parking 
________________________________ 

 Other__________________________ 
_______________________________ 

 Other__________________________ 
_______________________________ 

 
Please take the time to find out how to correct the problem/s.  This notice is 
just a warning and there will be no fines attached to this notice.  You will have 
two weeks to bring to violations into compliance before a Code Enforcement 
Inspector returns and issues an official notice of violation for the above code 
violations.   
 
 
If you have any questions please call the Code Enforcement Inspector  
 
 
__________________ 
303-774-4573 













Substandard Housing Case Examples 
 
The Substandard Housing Inspection Program has uncovered a variety of issues that residents face, which 
require a collaborative approach toward resolution, not only internally but also with outside human services 
agencies.  Many of the cases require significant staff time and resources.  Below are three examples of cases 
that have come through the City’s substandard housing program for inspection. These cases were chosen 
because they illustrate some of the human needs that City staff has to consider as part of the substandard 
housing inspection process. Many of the issues listed below are similar for rental and owner occupied housing, 
but the strategies for dealing with those issues are significantly different. Staff has outlined some of those 
human needs issues in the bulleted statements below.  

 Mental health issues – City staff and other mental health agencies may not have the resources to be able 
to deal with these issues. The substandard housing conditions may be a direct result of these mental 
health problems and unless those mental health issues are dealt with, the housing issues can become a 
recurring problem. 

 Occupants of substandard housing may not qualify for CDBG or other assistance. With owner occupied 
properties or rentals, income levels may such that owners do no qualify for assistance. This is often true 
where there are mental health issues that contribute to the substandard conditions. 

 Occupants of substandard housing may qualify for assistance, but are unwilling to apply. Some people 
are concerned about taking assistance because of pride or are concerned that they will be going into 
increased debt or will have additional liens on their property. 

 If a unit is a rental, the renter may be displaced and incur considerable relocation expense if they 
complain about substandard conditions. Many times a renter will report substandard conditions as they 
are leaving a rental. They are concerned that if they complain that there will be retribution from the 
property owner or the property will be posted no occupancy and they will be forced to move on short 
notice. I these cases the balance of the rent and security deposit may not be available to them in a timely 
manner. There is no reliable resource to help relocate these individuals and families. 

 If a unit is owner occupied the residents may be displaced and there are no resources available to 
relocate these individuals or families. 

 
Case Examples Involving Homeowners:  
 
Case #1 – received a complaint from a neighbor that the property was not being taken care of and was a hazard 
to the occupants and the neighborhood.  When inspected, the property was found to be unsafe and unsanitary.  
There was not adequate room in the house to make a safe egress (piles of junk and trash in the interior); there 
were multiple animals with their resultant deleterious droppings, etc.  It was obvious there was an issue with 
hoarding by someone in the family.   

What We Did - Over 18 visits were made by the Housing Inspector to ensure compliance; $800 in 
CDBG funds was spent to help haul away junk and trash; the staff from Senior Services, Neighborhood 
Resources, and City Attorney was involved and Boulder County Adult Protection Services did an 
assessment. 
 
What We Can Do - We can offer Housing Rehab assistance, however, the owner must be willing to 
apply for the program and must income qualify. Can issue a warrant and take to court.  If the Judge is 
willing to set recurring re-inspections or requirements that must be complied with over a longer term, 
that can help offset a reversion to past practices when there are hoarding issues. 
 
What We Cannot Do – Cannot eliminate hoarding practices by one clean-up.  Mental Health must be 
involved and the owner or family member with the hoarding disorder must be willing or required to go 
to counseling.  Because of current budgetary constraints, Boulder County Mental Health cannot provide 
mental health assessments unless the person goes to 72 hour lock-up.  They also cannot provide 
consistent follow-up for persons with mental health issues. 

 



Case #2 – received information from Utility Billing that a person was in arrears by several hundred dollars and 
utilities were shut off in July.  The home was posted No Occupancy in October, but the person was still living 
there.   When the inspector went out, the owner was not living in the main part of the house and had no running 
water. 

What We Did - Over 10 visits were made by the Housing Inspector to make contact and to try to seek 
compliance; significant number of visits and interaction by Community and Neighborhood Resources 
staff occurred; the Police were involved and ordered a 72 hour mental health hold on the individual, but 
the hospital did not agree, so a mental health assessment was not completed. 
 
What We Can Do - We can sometimes find resources to get the utilities turned back on, but the owner 
must have some ability to keep current on not only utilities, but also on the mortgage. 
  
What We Cannot Do – Because of current budgetary constraints, Boulder County Mental Health 
cannot provide mental health assessments unless the person goes to 72 hour hold.  They also cannot 
provide consistent follow-up for persons with mental health issues.  Mental health issues often evidence 
themselves when in casual conversations once a relationship is established, but not when Police or other 
“authority figures” are present.  In addition, homeowners who have their utilities shut off often cannot 
get back on track due to a lack of sufficient income or unemployment, and community assistance is 
limited in these instances.  In addition, if the homeowner is not able to find work in the short term or is 
unable to receive any type of financial assistance from human service agencies, the likelihood is that 
they will soon be back in default. 

 
Case Example Involving Renters:   
Case #3 – received a tenant complaint that utilities at multi-unit building were in arrears by several thousand 
dollars.  There were code issues in the units that the complaint came from.  When inspector was out, he also 
observed a significant health issue that impacted the entire complex. 

What We Did - Imminent shut off of utilities finally brought in payment by owner; issues on outside 
property are being addressed via 11 visits by Housing Inspection staff; issues in the unit about which the 
complaint was made have been followed up and are being rectified, slowly. 
 
What We Can Do - We can inspect the complainant unit and anything on the property that can be easily 
observed. 
  
What We Cannot Do – We cannot inspect other units that are highly likely to have the same issues as 
the complainant unit.  We cannot require the landlord to relocate the renters to another unit or to another 
property while the unit is being repaired.  This can impose a significant hardship to the renters if they are 
forced to live in the middle of construction.  We do not have funds set-aside to provide relocation 
assistance. 

 
With rental units, there are many examples of renters going from rental unit to rental unit where the units are 
known nuisance properties.  They are nuisances by police standards, by code standards and by health standards.  
Often the renters are not causing the nuisances, but this is the only level of housing they can afford or obtain 
due to their circumstances.  Methamphetamine labs and drug houses are other instances where the Police and 
Courts and Building Inspection could and should be working together to shut them down or otherwise force 
compliance in a concentrated fashion.  Currently, except for “meth” houses, new renters can move in 
immediately to a drug property, even if the property was trashed by the previous renter.  Hazardous materials or 
residue or other health violations could remain.  A lot of the cases being seen have mental health issues 
involved.  People with hoarding issues, people who see many real or imagined threats to their person or 
property, people who do not know how to maintain sanitary conditions.  The city is now contracting with a 
private mental health provider to offer assistance in this area due to the budget constraints facing the Boulder 
County Mental Health Center.  This contract has been funded with City one-time moneys, however, so an 
ongoing funding source will need to be secured. 
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